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A Simple Invitation

We live in a busy culture. “Go, go, go” could be the mantra of the world around us. As part of Jesus’ farewell words to his disciples, he used the word “go.” Here’s what he said:

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”– Matthew 28:18–20

Jesus was likely not referring to a frantic pace but rather to an intentional path. One definition of the word “go” is to move on a course. He was instructing his followers to be intentional in sharing this good news with everyone and teaching them what it looks like to follow him. Jesus wasn’t asking them to recruit people into a religious system; he was asking them to invite people into a relationship with him.

Consider this: Everyone can invest in someone. God can use every follower of Jesus to help someone around them see what a relationship with Jesus really looks like. Maybe your “ONE” is your neighbor, co-worker, hairdresser, or an in-law. Perhaps they are currently far away from attending church or following Jesus. But they may not be far away from a simple invitation—an invitation that’s part of helping them begin a process of ultimately seeing who Jesus really is. For now, maybe the invitation is to go to lunch. Perhaps it’s dinner at your house. Maybe it’s being curious about their life the next time you’re together. In time, it could become an invitation to church or a conversation about Jesus.

When we invest in someone, we’re prioritizing a relationship because that’s what Jesus ultimately desires—a relationship with those around us who don’t know him. And it all begins with a simple invitation.

Moving Forward
As you invest in your “ONE,” what’s one invitation you can extend to them over the next week?
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